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could not penetrate that deadened ear. Amidst a
profound silence the Advocate-General applied for
judgment by default, and it was given despite the fact
that a medical certificate had been lodged showing the
state of his health.
The trial proceeded. It was all about money.
Charles de Lesseps bore himself proudly and fearlessly.
He had endeavoured to dissuade his father from the
undertaking; but when he had made up his mind,
he had determined to stand by him, and he had never
regretted it.
He was questioned about the sums of money paid
out to various persons, including an amount of 375,000
francs paid to M. Baihaut, Minister of Public Works,
presumably for aid in getting the Lottery Loan Bill
through the Chamber.
The Advocate-General: " This money was given for
an illegal purpose."
Charles de Lesseps: ** No, it was like the purse or
watch which one hands over, at the edge of a wood,
when a knife is presented at one's throat."
The President: " You could call the police."
Charles de Lesseps: " But what if it is the policeman
himself who is staging the hold-up? "
The trial dragged on, piling up evidence not of
fraudulent intent by the Directors, but revealing the
financial toils which had been woven about them by the
money-spiders. The whole affair had assumed such
gigantic proportions that they had lost long before the
end of the Company's struggles all sense of proportion.
It was obvious that they had not been able to face up
to the facts, but had gone on paying out enormous sums